opportunities of observation were afforded me, for, during the period of the epidemic, I treated upwards of three hundred cases.
My experience
as a practitioner may be of some value to my professional brethren, and with deference and respect I beg to submit it to their consideration.
The history of epidemics is always interesting to the physician, and it is of special value as showing not only the changing character of the disease, but also the consequent change in the treatment of it. This is emphatically true of scarlet fever, than which there is no affection that more thoroughly tests the resources of our art, or more frequently fills the mind of the physician with anxiety, or oftener disappoints by its sudden and unexpected result. It is of the last importance for the physician to make himself thoroughly conversant with the special tendencies of any particular disease or type of disease, for it is only in accordance with the extent and accuracy of his knowledge of these ten- dencies that he will be prepared to treat successfully the various symptoms which in its course the disease may successively display. There is no better way of acquiring [Feb., this knowledge than by carefully noting the circumstances and facts of one epidemic, and then comparing them with the corresponding circumstances and facts which may have been recorded respecting former epidemics of the same affection. One epidemic of scarlet fever may not only vary mnch in character from another, but it may assume, at different periods of its own course, all the possible forms of that disease, from the simplest varieties demanding little interference, down to the most malignant type from which recovery is the rare exception. When the epidemic fever extends over a whole country, it rarely maintains throughout its course the same character.
In one part it may scarcely exist at all, or only in its mildest form; in another, the inflammatory type may prevail; while, in a third, the disease from the first may be of the gravest character, resembling in its ravages more a plague than a fever, ex- tending to all classes and sweeping away whole families; or it may, in the same locality, at different periods, have assumed each of the above-mentioned types.
It is evident then that the treatment, if properly conducted, must also vary. Those remedies that are successful in the milder and inflammatory forms, will 
